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It is our pleasure to present a vision to generate
ideas and discussion about the future of an
important part of the Nottingham Waterside. The
document has been prepared in response to the
Local Plan Consultation on additional sites but it
is purposely visionary in its content and design
intent. The purpose is to add to the existing
discourse around the future of the Nottingham
Waterside area, building on work undertaken
already by the City Council and its partners.
We hope the work sparks interest, debate and
thought into the many opportunities this and
other similar sites across the city offers. As a
regular visitor to the city I have experienced the
success of regeneration of the City Centre but
also experienced the continued expansion of the
urban conurbation into neighbouring districts
whilst large tracts of land close to the City Centre
remain vacant or underused.
I believe that there are numerous opportunities
to meet the residential and employment
demands of the City in more central locations
that can take advantage of existing transport and
social infrastructure whilst enhancing the image
and identity of the city. In order to counter the
continual expansion of the conurbation there is a
need to grown from within.
This document presents our vision for one such
area, the waterfront site located between the
Trent Bridge and Lady Bay Bridge. Many residents
and visitors experience of the site is founded on
travelling through the site or walking through or
past the site on a match day. The area suffers from

an unwelcoming environment with a heightened
fear of crime due to a lack of surveillance, lack of
activity and deteriorating urban condition.
This document presents a more positive vision
for the site, one where the site becomes a valued
addition to the City’s urban fabric and help
connect the City back to the River Trent.
We look forward to the opportunity to discuss
this vision in more detail with yourselves.
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Nottingham Waterside
With the World famous River Trent running through
the City and a network of Canal’s Nottingham has
somehow turned its back on its waterfront. Through
the development of large track of light industrial and
commercial development on the north side of the
Trent a barrier between the southern neighbourhoods
of West Bridgford and Clifton and the City Centre
has emerged. The administrative boundaries
may have reinforced this as the City Council have
sought to retain employment opportunities within
4578 its boundaries and the release of housing land by
Rushcliffe Council on the periphery of the urban area
limiting the need to look at the more challenging
4579 central sites.
The need to take a fresh look at some of the older
employment areas is as critical now as it was in the
late 1990’s when urban regeneration was pushed to
the forefront of the political agenda. The shortage of
housing and lack of housing choice together with a
pressure to continue to expand the urban footprint
of the City highlights the need to meet some of
this demand on underused land close to existing
facilities and transport networks. It also presents
the opportunity to re-examine how Nottingham
utilises it waterfront as a placemaking asset. This
blue and green corridor should be celebrated and
opened up for the residents of the city to enjoy. The
inclusion of the site in the proposed list of housing
sites is encouraging, but lessons have shown that a
regeneration framework maybe required to unlock
such sites.
A broader strategic overview of the City’s built and
natural assets is required with a long term plan for
realisation the City’s potential to grow ‘from within’
whilst enhancing the sense of place of the City.

City Context

The Site
The proposed site is a highly visible and strategic
site located opposite Nottingham Forest’s City
Ground and adjacent to Notts County Meadow
Lane football ground. The site is perhaps one
of the most high profile sites outside the City
Centre , being located within view of three major
sporting venues and the famous Trent Bridge.
Whilst progress is being made in regenerating the
waterfront along the Trent River it is this site that
should be the catalyst. It is this site that will have
the biggest impact on the perception of the City
for visitors and residents alike. As a place making
company with an interest in the City we have
undertaken this visioning exercise in support of
4193 the City’s planning policy ambitions.

4578 We are encouraged to see the site being put
forward as part of the Local Plan review process.
4579 This is a good start which needs to be built
upon through a strong vision and set of strong
development guidelines to ensure that the site
gets the quality of development its location
deserves. In our view the existing guidelines
that cover this area have become outdated
and lack the strong vision needed. A successful
development in this location will create a knockon effect along the river and northwards towards
the City Centre, helping to stitch back together
the City’s urban fabric.

The Masterplan

Our Vision
In our scheme alone we anticipate the site
yielding a capacity of around 43,000 sq.m GFA
which can provide approximately 600 units based
on a mix of apartments and townhouses. We feel
it is important that a mix of dwellings is delivered,
particularly in order to meet the shortage of
family housing in the City. Development should
be medium height housing with 3-4 storey’s
being the norm.

We propose the building line along the waters
edge be fragmented to maximise the number
of units with a water’s view whilst reducing the
visual dominance of the scheme when viewed
from the south bank and two road bridges.

We envisage an urban scheme with a mix
4578 of apartments and townhouses. New public
spaces are proposed along with an extension
to the Trent Valley Way that will connect the
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Trent and Lady Bay Bridge along the northern
bank to complement the route on the southern
bank. A small marina with canal boat berths
could also be incorporated, anchoring the
public space, increasing the high value water
frontage available within the development whilst
enhancing further the sense of place.
Streets should provide views to the river from
Meadow Lane with the streets orientated to
maximise the views to the river and public space.
Car parking should be restricted to residents
will limited visitor spaces provided. Car parking
should be provided either in basement, undercroft or central to the development blocks.
On street parking where provided should be
configured to maximise the number of spaces
whilst the overall design of the space should
be sympathetic to the non-car user with public
realm design key in reducing car dominance.
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