3724 The Bridge Steering Group
(McClintock H)
Consultation on the Nottingham City Local Plan Part 2: Land and Planning Policies:
Response from
Hugh McClintock,
on behalf of the Proposed Trent Lane to The Hook (Lady Bay) foot-cycle bridge
Steering Group which includes representatives of






Pedals (Nottingham Cycling Campaign)
Nottingham Local Access Forum
Nottingham Civic Society
River Crescent Residents’ Association
Blueprint Regeneration
and with the support in principle of 19 other local groups

Introduction
The idea of a foot-cycle bridge across the Trent east of Trent Bridge and Lady Bay Bridge originated
in the proposals by Nottingham City Council in 1998 for such a bridge between Colwick Park and
Holme Pierrepont. Even though these proposals were refused planning permission by Rushcliffe
Borough Council, after objections from the Nottingham Sailing Club, and then dropped, interest in the
idea of such a bridge somewhere east of the two road bridges has remained widespread.
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Proposals for a foot-cycle bridge further west, connecting the south end of Trent Lane to The Hook on
the Lady Bay (West Bridgford) side, formed part of the EDAW Master Plan for the comprehensive
regeneration of the Waterside area in 2005, commissioned by the City Council. Their internal study,
they carried out some detailed and still highly relevant work on bridge at this new location, only
slightly to the west of the site we now propose.
Although, with the onset of the recession and the abandonment of the wider regeneration plans, the
proposal was not pursued, strong interest has remained, and a schematic drawing of a bridge at this
point was included in the City Council’s submission in 2015 the MIPIM conference in Cannes.
This inclusion made clear that the City Council still recognised the importance of attracting inward
investment to further the progress of the Riverside Regeneration, all the way to Trent Bridge, by
investing in infrastructure such as this proposed bridge, particularly in view of the proximity of the site
to many other developments, on both north and south banks of the Trent. These include the first
phase of the Blueprint Waterside Trent Basin major housing scheme, on which work started in 2015,
part of a planned much larger development over the next few years west of Trent Lane.
This development is to be followed by several others, east of Trent Lane, including a major housing
scheme by McCann Developments on the Merrill Brown and Park Yacht Club sites. Both of these
developments will include further sections of the riverside path on the north bank of the Trent between
Colwick Park and the Meadow Lane Canal Lock, to be followed by other such stretches on the new
housing sites west of Lady Bay Bridge, including the site east of the Canal Lock, for which planning
consent was granted in 2015.
These riverside path extensions will add greatly to the accessibility of the proposed foot-cycle bridge
on the north bank. This will also benefit greatly from the improved cycling provision on Daleside Road,
due to be carried out in 2016-17 by the City Council as part of the DfT-funded Cycling Ambition Grant
Eastern Corridor scheme (mentioned in paras 4.211 and 4.2.12 of the City Local Plan Transport
Background Paper, January 2016). This will greatly improve access from the bridge to the City Centre
and other major employment areas.
Bridge accessibility will also be enhanced by its proximity to the Sneinton Greenway, where surface
improvements have recently been carried out, and also by the potential new links incorporated in the
regeneration of the Island Site between Manvers Street (Sneinton) and London Road. These will be of
great benefit in improving access between the proposed bridge and the south side of the City Centre,
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and also Nottingham Station, with its expanded secure bike parking provision and other recent major
improvements, including the exclusion of through traffic from Station Street. All these developments
over the next few years will be of great value in adding to the cycle network in this area and
encouraging high levels of usage for the bridge, both by cyclists and pedestrians, and for both
commuting and leisure purposes.
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Further access improvements could also connect to other important leisure attractions such as the
Grantham Canal (towpath) south of the Trent and the new Gedling Country Park on the north side of
the river, which includes a series of paths for walkers and cyclists. On the western side of Nottingham
the north bank riverside path would also connect the bridge directly with other important routes such
as the Erewash Valley Trail and the Broxtowe Country Trail, as well as other Sustrans NCN Routes
such as Route 6 and Route 67, etc. This will extend further the scope of the very popular 14km Big
Track route, between the Suspension Bridge and Beeston Lock, developed over the last 10 years and
including canalside and riverside paths.
The wider developments should ensure the very good connectivity of the proposed bridge, a factor
that we know is essential to the success of such projects, such as the Diglis bridge over the River
Severn in Worcester, built in 2010 by Worcestershire County and Worcester City Councils under the
Sustrans-promoted and Peoples’ Lottery-funded Connect 2 Project, whose experience we have
studied in detail.
We also see our proposed bridge is being of great strategic value in providing much safer and more
pleasant connections to and from areas south of the Trent. These included the existing urban area of
West Bridgford but also the major new housing and employment areas east and south of West
Bridgford proposed by Rushcliffe Borough Council for development by 2028, and particularly including
the area between East of Gamston and North of Tollerton (c1500 homes by 2028, and up to 1500
homes post 2028, together with c20 hectares of employment development).
The proposed bridge will also benefit people living in the new housing areas south of West Bridgford
(Melton Road, Edwalton), with the plans for the development of 3000 new homes and 4 hectares of
new employment development), according to the Rushcliffe Local Plan Core Strategy, January 2016,
particularly if the current links can be extended and upgraded.
The proposed bridge will help these areas to benefit greatly, both for access for commuting purposes,
to centres of employment in Nottingham, and also for access for leisure purposes, particularly
including trips by bike and on foot to and from the major Country Parks on this side of Greater
Nottingham, i.e. Colwick Park and Holme Pierrepont. Access to and from Colwick Woods will also be
improved, as well as opportunities for wider enjoyment of the whole riverside area through
Nottingham, with extra potential for circular trips, in addition to those now afforded by the Wilford
Suspension Bridge and Wilford Toll Bridge non-motorised user routes.
These extra opportunities will also benefit runners, and be useful as part of major events such as the
Robin Hood Marathon and the Great Nottinghamshire Bike Ride / Cycle Live, as well as other events
such as Triathlons, all with further major health promotion benefits.
Also important in terms of the south bank is the status of the existing riverside path (between Wilford
and the Water Sports Centre etc.) as part both of the Trent Valley Way long distance walking route
and as part of Route 15 of the Sustrans National Cycle Network, with their wider regional and national
links.
We have already been in contact with the Environment Agency to obtain their advice and they have
no objection to our proposed site, subject to further detailed discussions. We have also been in
contact with the Nottingham Sailing Club and are confident that our proposed site is much more
acceptable to them than that first proposed, again subject to further discussions as our plans
progress.
Provision of a new foot-cycle bridge at the site we propose will generally be of great benefit for active
travel, with many public health benefits. Experience of successful such bridges elsewhere, e.g. the
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Diglis Bridge over the River Severn in Worcester, where usage is about 15 times the levels predicted,
shows how popular such new links can be.
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This is partly because of a ‘wow factor’ associated with a well-sited and well-designed new bridge. We
consider that this is one reason why, particularly with improved links on both sides of the Trent, a new
bridge would be that much more popular, with most walkers and cyclists, than any other scheme such
as providing wider cantilevered paths on one or both sides of Lady Bay Bridge, as studied in a
feasibility study by Whitgift for the City and County Councils in 2005. Although improvements to make
the bridge better for cyclists and pedestrians would in principle be welcome, providing safe and
convenient approaches to this site would also be that much more difficult, and this would deter lessconfident cyclists in particular. This is one reason why, while not objecting to Lady Bay bridge
scheme, we consider our proposed new bridge site to be superior, with the best overall advantages,
for walkers and cyclists, and for both leisure and commuting / utility trips.
Another very important advantage of such a new link would be to help both walkers and cyclists avoid
the very busy and intimidating conditions on nearby road bridges such as Trent Bridge and Lady Bay
Bridge. Fear of such heavy traffic conditions is major deterrent to greater use of bikes. Currently there
is no safe and pleasant way for cyclists and walkers to cross the River Trent anywhere east of Trent
Bridge until Newark, unlike the situation west of Trent Bridge where both the Wilford Suspension
Bridge and the Wilford Toll Bridge (with its tramside shared path) are located, both very well-used
facilities and offering scope for a variety of circular trips as well as direct trips from A to B.
Both Trent Bridge and Lady Bay Bridge also suffer from very high levels of poor air pollution, mostly
generated by motor traffic. This affects the main approaches as well as the bridges themselves and
needs urgent action by a range of measures, especially since Nottingham was recently criticised by
Defra as being one of the 5 worst cities in England for air pollution, most of which derives from traffic.
Addressing this serious public health issue is another very strong reason to encourage cycling and
walking, and not just rely on cleaner fuels and cleaner engines in buses and other motor vehicles.

Appendix: Relevance of the proposed foot-cycle bridge to statements in the Nottingham City
Local Plan Part 2 consultation documents.
We consider that the construction of a bridge at this site not only is of strategic importance for Greater
Nottingham, encouraging walking and cycling for short journeys, as well as offering the chance to
achieve a major new landmark in the River Trent area through Nottingham, but is also directly
supported by many of the statements in the latest City Local Plan consultation documents, especially
the Transport Background Paper, as quoted below, and with particularly relevant sections
emphasised in bold italics:Main document:
Section 2: Background
pp6-10
Relationship to the Broxtowe Borough, Gedling Borough and Nottingham City Aligned
Core Strategy (the Core Strategy)
Para 2.4 The twelve objectives are summarised as follows:
Environmentally responsible development addressing climate change
Regeneration (Core Strategy Policy 7), especially
LAPP Policies RE1: Facilitating Regeneration and RE8: Waterside
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Health and wellbeing
Excellent transport systems and reducing the need to travel (Core Strategy Policy 14:
Managing Travel Demand) and LAPP Policies TR1: Parking and Travel Planning, and also
Core Strategy Policy 15: Transport Infrastructure Priorities including LAPP Policies TR2: The
Transport Network and TR3: Cycling
Protecting and improving natural assets, including Core Strategy Policy 16: Green
Infrastructure, Parks and Open Space, especially LAPP Policy EN5: Development Adjacent
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to Waterways
Timely and viable infrastructure

Section 3: Development Management Policies Sustainable Growth
P70-71: Regeneration. RE8:
Within the Waterside area, as shown on the accompanying Policies Map, planning permission will be
granted for development that is consistent with and does not undermine the delivery of the following
strategic aims:
c) expansion of sport and leisure uses building on the strengths of established large facilities and
river based activities in the area;
e) improving linkages (pedestrian, bus and cycle) between the area and the core of the City
Centre and adjoining neighbourhoods (such as the Meadows, Trent Bridge, Colwick Park, the
Canal Quarter, Sneinton and St. Ann’s), the creation of enhanced east-west transport routes
incorporating an improved Cattle Market Road link, and further improvements to canal side
routes to provide a continuous footpath and cycleway along the north bank of the River Trent
and the potential for improved/ new cycle and pedestrian crossings across the Trent.
Justification:
Para 3.187:
The Waterside area lies to the south east of the City Centre, and comprises the full extent of the
Waterside Regeneration Zone (as referred to in the Core Strategy). The area is characterised by
underused sites and buildings, many of which turn their back on the River Trent and the
Nottingham and Beeston Canal. Although relatively close to the City Centre, the area is not
well connected with few direct or attractive routes.
Para 3.188:
….The provision of a continuous footpath and cycleway along the north bank of the Trent
between Trent Bridge and Colwick Park is a key aspiration of the Council, potential may also
exist for improved or new pedestrian and cycle connections across the River Trent.

Section 4: Development Management: Places for People
Managing Travel Demand:
Page 125:
Para 4.192 Proposals for residential development will be expected to cater for the anticipated
levels of residential and visitor demand through an integrated approach maximising
sustainable transport choice, creating attractive local pedestrian and cycling connections, and
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appropriate levels of car and cycle parking. Where appropriate the City Council may also request a
car park management strategy.
Justification
Page 127:
Para 4.201: Nottingham is at the forefront of promoting sustainable travel and innovative
approaches to managing the transport network. The Council continues to secure major investment
(e.g. from the Government and D2N2) for innovative transport schemes which are important for the
economy, the environment and accessibility. The schemes listed in Policy TR2 are part of a
comprehensive package of transport measures which support delivery of wider Local Plan and Local
Transport Plan objectives and the delivery of individual site allocations.
P128: Policy TR3: Cycling
The proposed cycle routes shown on the Policies Map and the continuity of existing cycle routes will
be safeguarded, unless satisfactory provision is made for an alternative alignment
P129: Justification:
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Para 4.210. Increasing cycle use is an important element of delivering the sustainable
transport hierarchy set out within Policy 14 of the Core Strategy and supports the move to
more healthy lifestyles. The expansion of the cycle network and parking facilities has already
resulted in an increase in cycle use and the Council intends to deliver further extensions to the
cycle network and safety measures. The City Council s proposals for expanding the cycle network
are set out in the Cycle Action Plan for Nottingham (Towards Creating a More Cycle Friendly City
2012-2015, October 2012).
Para 4.2.11. The Council has also secured significant funding to deliver the Nottingham Cycling
Ambition Package. This is a package of infrastructure improvements which will help deliver a
transformational change in the way citizens are able to travel around the City by bike. These
improvements will have a major impact in areas such as how people travel to work, a reduction in
congestion, the health of residents, as well as attracting investment through an improved transport
network and public realm.
Para 4.212 The package of measures includes north-to-south and east-to-west cross-City cycle
corridors, a network of cross –city cycle routes, investment in off road routes through parks and green
spaces and investment in neighbourhood cycle facilities.
4.213 Many of the site allocations also provide opportunities for new or enhanced cycle routes
which are important in delivering a comprehensive, convenient and safe cycle network.
4.214 The routes/alignments of the schemes have therefore been safeguarded or included in the site
allocations development principles to avoid prejudice to their future implementation. Development
must make provision for these cycle routes or an appropriate alternative.
Section 5: Development Management Policies: Our Environment
Page 132: Green Infrastructure, Parks and Open Spaces:
para 5.2: The City’s Open Space Network is important in helping to promote healthy
lifestyles and improve wellbeing by encouraging walking and cycling and encouraging
people to go outdoors and be more active. It makes a major contribution to the visual
character and image of Nottingham, provides for a diversity of recreation needs, and is
important for its landscape and nature conservation interest. Establishing a linked network of
open spaces and range of space types allows this resource to be considered as a whole and
facilitates a more strategic approach. Sites and the links between them can then be
considered not only for their individual open space function but also for their value to the
Open Space Network and the contribution they make to the quality of life.
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Para 5.3 The NPPF emphasises the importance of having access to high quality open
spaces, opportunities for sport and recreation and the important contribution to the
health and wellbeing of communities this can bring…..
P139: Policy EN5: Development Adjacent to Waterways:
Development which is adjacent to, or contains, waterways, will be expected to:
a) Maintain, enhance or create suitable and safe connections to, along and adjacent to
waterway(s) for walking, cycling and maintenance
f) take opportunities to enhance the recreation and leisure use of waterway(s)
P140: Justification:
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Para 5.33
The waterways also have an important recreational and health function. There are recognised
physical and mental health benefits for people that can live, work or exercise near water. Their banks
provide corridors for walking and cycling routes and certain waterways can provide significant
leisure and recreational opportunities to open up or improve public access to waterways
wherever possible and appropriate to do so, particularly where access is lacking or poor.
Transport Background Paper:2.3

Amongst the core principles (NPPF paragraph 17) the following
requirements are placed on planning authorities:-

•

To ‘actively manage patterns of growth to make the fullest possible use of
public transport, walking and cycling, and focus significant development in
locations which are, or can be made sustainable.’

2.4

Alongside transport policies having an important role to play in facilitating
1
sustainable development, the Framework also states that they also contribute to
wider sustainability and health objectives.

2.5

A requirement for appropriate infrastructure to support sustainable development
is detailed in the NPPF which comments that ‘Local authorities should work with
neighbouring authorities and transport providers to develop strategies for the
provision of viable infrastructure necessary to support sustainable
2
development’ .

2.6

The NPPF also states that all developments that generate significant amounts of
movement should be supported by a Transport Statement or Transport
Assessment. Travel plans are described as being a key tool to exploit
opportunities for the use of sustainable transport modes for the movement of
goods or people.

National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG)

2.8

1
2

NPPG states the importance for local authorities to undertake an assessment
of the transport implications in developing or reviewing their local plan so that

NPPF paragraph 29
NPPF paragraph 31.
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a robust transport evidence base may be developed to support the preparation
and/or review of that plan.

2.9

3.

The transport evidence base should identify the opportunities for encouraging
a shift to more sustainable transport usage, where reasonable to do so; and
highlight the infrastructure requirements for inclusion in infrastructure
spending plans linked to the Community Infrastructure Levy, Section 106
provisions and other funding sources.

Local Transport Policy
The Nottingham Plan to 2020 (Sustainable Community Strategy)
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3.1 The Nottingham Plan sets the overall strategic direction and long term vision for
the economic, social and environmental wellbeing of the City. This broad strategic
level document includes the target of tackling congestion by achieving no more than a
10.5% increase in person journey times on the monitored transport network.
3.2 The Council’s five overarching strategic objectives for transport are set out below:

•
•
•
•
•

Deliver a world-class sustainable transport system which supports a thriving
economy and enables growth;
Create a low carbon transport system and a resilient transport network;
Improve access to key services, employment, and training including creation of
local employment and training opportunities;
Improve the quality of citizens’ lives and transform neighbourhoods;
Support citizens to live safe, independent and active healthy lifestyles.

Nottingham Local Transport Plan (LTP)
4.5 The key transportation issues relevant to the Nottingham City area are set out
below:

•
•
•
•
•

Accessing communities and services by sustainable modes of transport;
Minimising congestion and pollution;
Making best use of existing transport infrastructure and assets;
Supporting healthy lifestyles;
Minimising and reducing carbon emissions.

Walking & Cycling
4.12 A key principle of the Council’s Planning/Transport strategy is the
ambition to link new developments to the existing walking and cycling
networks, making improvements to those networks where necessary. Whilst
all sites are expected to provide convenient and safe cycling and walking links,
some sites have the potential to provide wider benefits with the creation of new
links between communities or to strategic key cycle and walking routes. These
individual requirements for walking and cycling measures are included within
wider development principles for each proposed site allocation.
4.13. There is already an extensive network of cycle routes crossing the City
area, including a section of the National Cycle Network (Route 6) which runs
parallel to the proposed Chalfont Road allocation site.

7

4.14. A programmed package of infrastructure improvements which will help
deliver a transformational change in the way citizens are able to travel around
the City by bike is included in the D2N2 Strategic Economic Plan Infrastructure
Programme for delivery 2015/16.
4.15. The Nottingham Cycle Ambition Package (NCCAP) will have a major
impact on how people travel to work, a reduction in congestion, the health of
residents, as well as attracting investment through an improved transport
network and public realm. In brief the package of measures includes:
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•
•
•
•

North-to-south and east-to-west cross city cycle corridors
A network of cross city centre cycle routes
Investment in off road routes through parks and green spaces
Investment in our neighbourhood cycle facilities

Hugh McClintock
for Proposed Trent Lane – The Hook foot-cycle Steering Group,

8 March 2016
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